The Nativity of Our Lord
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4
John 1:1-14

One of the things preachers do when we write a@eimto see what other people
have written. | was particularly impressed by wihat Rev. Dr. George Hermanson
had to say about our Gospel lesson this morning:

“God bless the preacher who tries to say sometsemgible about this text in 20
minutes or less.”

He continues, “Perhaps the best approach is toitethen prop the Bible open in
a visible place; then lie face down in silent, abjgumility before the text; then,
after 20 minutes - or twenty years - stand up ayl ‘4men.”

In his defense, our story this morning can be ddifling. But, it is also powerful,
certainly worthy of the unorthodox response of awggested by Hermanson.

Our Gospel reading this morning is from the vergmupg of John. How the writer
of John chooses to open his Gospel is radicalfe@int than the three synoptic
Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark and Luke.

Matthew and Luke choose to open their Gospeldadiaal point, the events
leading up to the birth of Jesus. Mark choosesnjahead to another sensible
point, the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, when dlthee really important stuff
happened anyway.

And then there is John. Oh John. He had to go andpwetic on us. Either that, or
he had a need to outdo the other writers.

Shall I begin my Gospel with Jesus’ ministry? Natlg enough!
How about the beginning of Jesus’ life? Still nathg enough!
Where does John’s gospel begin? Where all thirgj$/reo:

Ev dpyfi. In the beginning.
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If these words sound familiar, they should. ThekbobGenesis begins with the
exact same words, both in English and in Greekhérbeginning-Ev apyfi. Even
the Hebrew title of Genesikereshit, means, “in the beginning of".

This is where the Gospel of John takes us. An dackgo begin on Christmas?
Maybe. But maybe not.

Sure, John’s story doesn’t include any of the fauh@lements of Christmas that
we’ve come to know and love. There are no shephaalangels, no magi, no
Joseph (who is only mentioned, but never seenhn’ddsospel). There is no
Magnificat, no manger, no stable, no star.

Everything that we as a North American consumeucellassociate with
Christmas disappears in John’s Gospel. But | tiwhlt John gives us is even
more important.

John gives us another way of looking at Jesus andaming in the world. John
calls it The Word.

The way in which John uses The Word is a difficalihcept to understand because,
in English, the word “word” is just that—a word. éim our culture, we are
bombarded by words. There are signs and billboavdsywhere, the TV screams
words at us at a mile-a-minute.

And when we get to church and the pastor gets ppgach, we may reach a point
where we just want to sceam out like Eliza Doditti My Fair Lady, “Words!
Words! Words! I'm so sick of words! | got words dhky through; first from him,
and now from you!”

We have gathered up these words and written thevn dohuge collections of
words called books. | brought with me some of myofde books:

The Bible (in case any of my seminary professoes k@s sermon)

The Book of Concord

The Lord of the Rings

Collections of works by Jules Verne and HG Wells

The Divine Comedy
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Hundreds of pages in each book. Thousands andahdssnd thousands of
words. And though some of these books are purelgrigppyment, we would not be
able to live as a civilization without collectioaswords.

Even before the invention of writing, words hadiéd®e center of human
existence. Laws, traditions, beliefs, stories astbhes were all passed down
orally, through words.

And if we go back to Genesis, we hear that Godtetewith words. So words
have power. A certain character once asked a poigneestion:

“The universe began with a word. But which camstfithe word or the thought
behind the word? You can't create language withimught, and you can't
conceive a thought without language, so which eck#te other, and thus created
the universe?”

It's a riddle that can't be answered. The two anatertwined that it's impossible
to separate them. Words ARE existence.

But, words as we know them are also temporaryofAlhese books will eventually
decay, even if it takes hundreds of years. A phtiasels spoken today may not be
rememberd tomorrow, and like that, will simply 1&mn

Even the thoughts behind our words will diminish.

As an example, | keep a very special box in my ro®me was given to every
senior in my high school band the year | gradudteside is this little scroll, which
contains a poem written to wish us well as movevith our lives.

It's last lines are:

| don't know who wrote these exact words. But | pesbably bet that now, 8 years
later, these words don't mean what they say thenrmaymore. They have been
forgotten and become unimportant. Our words pasyaw

But, while our words pass away, God's word does\Which brings us back to
John and his concept of The Word.
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If we looked at The Word in John as just anotherdythen there would not be
much hope in the world. If The Word was merely beotion of letters, or the
construction of a human thought, it too would fade pass away.

But it's not. The Word that John speaks of, what Sreek thd.ogos, is not just a
word. In Greeklogos is the totality of the thought, the word, and #fiect. It is
the very reality of the power of creation.

Remember, John says thegos, the Word, existed in the beginning. It was with
God and it WAS God. All things came into being hessaof thd_ogos.

And when the time was right, tlh@&gos was incarnated as a human being. Not
only did it effect creation in the beginning, itdaene creation. And through that
incarnation, all of creation was RE-made. Whatwagrful and moving idea, found
only in John.

And so while | wasn't sure at first, | am glad ttias reading from John is assigned
for Christmas morning. Through these broad, poadises, John lays out the very
hope of the world. But he also does it in thedgtlof ways.

You see, Biblical commentators like to pick up itk things, and every once in a
while, they pick up on something significant thabple usually overlook.

For example, most of this morning's reading idm past tense. The Word was
with God, and the Word was God. All things came in¢ing through him. And so
on and so on.

But every once in a while, John surprises us. Jesihe light that shines in the
darkness—shines, not shone. As in, still shining.

Back in Advent, in my preaching | stressed that éwJs not so much about
remembering the birth of Jesus Christ as it is alwmking forward to Christ
coming again, and again being God With Us.

The power of the Christmas story is not that thiswoulous birth took place 2000
years ago and then ended with Christ's crucifid0ryears later. If that was all
Christmas was about, then Christmas would be rierdrit from the words we
speak and write every day.
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Christmas would be just another event in a wordd temembers only a tiny, tiny
fraction of everything that happens in it.

Instead, Christmas is about so much more. It istbiey of The Word, Theogos.
The effects of Christ's birth as Emmanuel reach back into the past and
forward into the future. The world changed wheni§€tlmame. The world was
made free.

| will admit that | never used to like the Gosp&lohn. It may have been Martin
Luther's favorite Gospel, but it was never all tiné¢resting to me. But passages
like this morning's text make me reconsider thaitpm.

Here, in these elegant words of John, we havedhd land soul of the Good
News.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us,aadhave seen his glory, the
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace andh.”

This Word will never decay. It will never be forggn. It will never be misplaced
and it can never remain hidden. This Living Woekuk Christ, is here to stay, and
continues to shine in a darkness that cannot owercb

This is truly good news for a world stuck in tharkhess. And as witnesses to that
light, just like John the Baptist, we have the i@ to let it shine.

So let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. Je@imsist, The Living Word, th&ogos,
was and is, and will be, forever and ever. Amen.
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