Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost A
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
Psalm 90: 1-8, [9-11] 12
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

As I'm sure most of you know by now, | have bednlza player since the sixth
grade.

| played the tuba through all of high school, botthe marching band in the
concert bands. This tuba was my graduation present.

In college, | continued to play the tuba and taetpkivate lessons. | grew stronger
and more competent every year. | was playing estayy and it felgood.

After | graduated from college, | moved a few tinaesl began preparing for
seminary. | no longer had a band to play in orgular place to practice. | played
less and less until | stopped playing altogethertegcause | wanted to, but
because circumstances prevented me from playirigeatime.

| pick it up every now and then for special occasidike playing with my old
college groups or if the seminary needed me.

But that incredible skill | had built up was goiiée talent remained, and the
knowledge, for sure. But my lips and lungs werdamger as strong. My tone was
not as clear, my articulation sloppy.

Every time this has happened, it's crushed me.difh@f music is important to
who | am. When | lose that ability... it's like logjra piece of myself.

When | don’t use that gift, | start to lose it.

Jesus understood that a great gift was a teriiohg to waste.

In our parable this morning, three men are giveaggifts.

A talent was not an ability, as we have come tceustdnd it in English, but it was

ahuge sum of money. To receive five talents was an gagant sum. To receive

Kenneth G Ranos - First Evangelical Lutheran Chuktiiskegon, Ml — Pentecost 22 A — 11/12-
13/2011

1



two was a great sum. And even to receive a siadgat of money was an
exceedingly large sum.

I’d like to point out the obvious—not every maneaes an equal amount of
money to deal with. Jesus tells us that to eachgnes “according to his ability.”

This may lead us to believe that the man who reckilie one talent really was of
no worth at all. But remember, even one talent avlesge sum of money to deal
with.

With each gift comes responsibility. | can imagihat the man who received the
five talents must have felt the pressure put onlhyrhis master. So much could go
wrong if he misused the gift he had been given.

The one with two talents, in the same way, undedsteow important it was to
take advantage of the trust put in him by his maste

But the third—I wonder what goes through his mind.

It would be easy for him to notice that the nexhrog received TWICE as much
as he did. TWICE. Not a little bit more, but a L@bre. He has one talent, yes,
and a heavy talent it is... but he only gets HALREh&f money the next guy gets?
I’d probably feel discouraged to.

Not to mention what the last man thinks and febtsuathe master. He has heard
SO many rumors about his master.

He has heard Zephaniah cry out about the GreabbDtoe Lord,

A day of wrath

A day of distress and anguish,

A day of ruin and devastation,

A day of darkness and gloom,

A day of clouds and thick darkness.

What will this master DO to me if | lose the talfeWhat if it gets stolen? What if |
am tricked out of it? What if | am not able to gstmuch back through trade, what
if.... What if what if what if.
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The only way he can be sure that his talent wilkake is to hide it away, where no
one will ever find it. He refuses to use the géthas been given. And we know
what happens to him at the end—he loses it anyway.

Here at First Lutheran, we just held our annual@tdship drive, which included
an evaluation of our time and talents. | have &rfgehat many of us don’t
recognize the many talents we have been gifted.

“I'm not all that good,” we say.

“Well | can do that, but this person can do it sacimbetter than | can.”
“l can do this, but it doesn’t help anyone.”

Or even, “l just don’t have anything I’'m good at.”

Whether we have five talents, two, or just one, Gasl given each of us gifts to
use. Every gift, every talent is important.

It is not enough to hold on to our gift.
It is not enough to take the safe road.
It is not enough not to take the risk.

God didn’t give us our gifts to keep them safedavhile. God’s gifts are given to
be USED.

The five-talent man and two-talent man are not rde@ because of how much
money they brought back to their master. They wenerded because they took
their gifts and took the risk. They all had equaportunity and received equal
reward.

It doesn’t matter how much talent we have. Whatenats that we use it.

There is no shortage of need in the world for tifts gf God. Go out and share
them! Not because we are afraid of what will hapioens on the Great Day of the
Lord. Paul makes it clear that we are not destfnedestruction, but for salvation.
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No, go out and share them because you are NEEDBD ave NEEDED. No
matter what your talent or calling, you are natlgwant or unimportant.

God has given you a gift. There is no greater hosod no higher responsibility.
The Day of the Lord is near. And after all,

It's a great day to be alive

| know the sun’s still shinin’” when | close my eye,
There’s some — hard times in the neighborhood,
So why can’t every day be just this good.
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