4:00 p.m. Nursing Home Service
Monday 12/07/09

12:00 p.m. Quilters

12:00 p.m. Overeaters Anonymous
3:15 p.m. Blais Dance Group
6:00 p.m. Karate
6:00 p.m. Internship Meeting
7:00 p.m. Overcomers’ Outreach

Tuesday 12/08/09 Bulletin Deadline

7:00 a.m. Scott’'s Men’s Group
9:00 a.m. SHOP

6:00 p.m. Play Practice

6:30 p.m. Stewardship Board
7:00 p.m. Adult Choir

Wednesday 12/09/09

0 p.m. Bible Study
p.m. Wednesday Dinner
.m. Christmas Children

p

p.m. Grief Ministry

p.m. Yoga

p.m. Adult/High School Bells
p.m. Confirmation
Thursday 12/10/09

12:00 p.m. Bible Study
3:30 p.m. Supper House
6:00 p.m. Karate
6:30 p.m. Youth Board
6:30 p.m. Boy Scouts

Friday 12/11/09
Saturday 12/12/09
5:30 p.m. Worship

THIS WEEK AT FIDRST

12:00 p.m. Congregational Meeting

Program Rehearsal

Activity Location
Sunday 12/06/09
8:00 a.m. Worship Sanctuary
9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Sanctuary

Family Life Center
Hillcrest

Quilt Room
Gallery

Family Life Center
Upstairs

Kent Johnson’s
Library

Gallery
Music Room
Gallery
Music Room

Gallery
Fellowship Hall
Sanctuary

Library
Upstairs

Sanctuary
Gallery

Gallery

Sanctuary
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The voice of one crying
out in the wilderness. Prepare
the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight.

Luke 3:4
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Advent 2

Saturday, December 5, 2009
5:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 6, 2009
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.



ELCOME to this time of worship. All visitors and members are

encouraged to fill out the yellow attendance sheet. You may
use that sheet to write down any concerns, comments or questions you
might have.

CAN | TAKE CommuUNION HERE? All baptized Christians are welcome to
the table of the Lord here. If you are from other traditions, you are more
than welcome to commune with us. Children generally take a first com-
munion class before they commune.

PRAYER REQUEST: In each pew, you will find a “Pray for One Another”
card. If there is anyone for whom you wish to request prayers, please
complete the card and pass it to the center aisle. Please include their
address for notification. You may also announce your concern during
the announcements.

A NURSERY is available for your children who are four years and under.
It is located near the front entrance to the building. A sign-up sheet is
available in the nursery for anyone who would like to volunteer.
Consider volunteering for at least one Sunday.

HAVE YOU SILENCED YOUR CELL PHONE?

WE HAVE AN AUDIO INDUCTION LOOP.
Turn your hearing aides to the T-Coil setting.

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
1206 N. Whitehall Road
Muskegon, Ml 49445

Phone: 744-1522

CONTACT OUR STAFF:

PASTOR

Bill Uetricht bill@firstlutheranmuskegon.com

or bikealot_1999@yahoo.com
Intern Pastor

Ken Staib ken@firstlutheranmuskegon.com
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

Ed Wosinski edwo@firstlutheranmuskegon.com
Music DIRECTOR

JANINE NorRwooD janine@firstlutheranmuskegon.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Dawn Shank office@firstlutheranmuskegon.com

(General e-mail address)

THOSE WHO SERVE NEXT WEEKEND 12/12 & 12/13

Assisting Minister Ken Staib

Lectors Saturday 5:30 p.m. Linda Mysen

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Ken Staib

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Sabina Freeman

Servers Saturday 5:30 p.m. Doug Schneider

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Ken Staib

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Jeff Cooke

Marilyn Cooper

Acolytes Saturday 5:30 p.m. Delaney Scholl
Sunday 8:00 a.m.

Sunday 10:30 a.m. John Woodring

Jacob Tyler

Ushers Sunday 8:00 a.m. Bill & Ruth Baxter

Sunday 10:30 a.m. John & Deborah Majkol

Trevor Nelson, Mark Thogerson

Flowers Bob & Ann Metiva

Tom & Norma Kanaar
Evan Saccone

Deb Roest

Robert Frey & Lisa Meyer

Eternal Candle

Sound System

Host to lock building

Coffee Hour

Nursery Volunteer Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Counters for December Mary Warden & Cindy VanEtten
Information Stations George & Billie Bramer

Communion Bread Gene & Sandy Young
Communion Set-up Saturday Jean Becker
Clean-up Saturday Lynda Ferry

Clean-up Sunday Cindi Mitchell/Bert Goodman
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THOSE WHO SERVE THIS WEEKEND 12/05 & 12/06

Assisting Minister Bill Uetricht
Lectors Saturday 5:30 p.m. Lou Hanson
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Bill Uetricht

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Ann Dean

Servers Saturday 5:30 p.m. Dave Neumann
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Dianna Radel

Sunday 10:30 a.m.Dennis & Kathleen Cobler

Acolytes Saturday 5:30 p.m. Nick Miel
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Brenna Veihl

Sunday 10:30 a.m. Gregory Woodring

Katie Neel

Ushers Sunday 8:00 a.m.  Bernard & Carol Harrell
Sunday 10:30 a.m. Linda Long, Steve Smith

Jim & Marci Sutton

Flowers Judy Cantu

Tom & Norma Kanaar
Jacob Uetricht

Bernie Berntson

Rob & Sherry Torz

Eternal Candle

Sound System

Host to lock building

Coffee Hour

Nursery Volunteer Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Counters for December Mary Warden & Cindy VanEtten
Information Stations Steve & Sandy DeVries

Communion Bread Judy Cantu
Communion Set-up Saturday Judy Cantu
Clean-up Saturday Sylvia Koski

Clean-up Sunday Cindi Mitchell/Bert Goodman

We are looking for people who might
make contributions to help us host an-
other intern in 2010-11. See Pastor
Bill, if you might be willing.
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OPreparing the Way

I n todayds service we spend
begin with the wilderness preacher John the Baptist. The song sung by
the drama group tells the human story of being in the wilderness, de-

scribed by the song as the fAWaste

of sin, yet humans somehow know they are not meant to live there.

Prelude

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

APrepare Ye

Hy mn

Candle Lighting Song Sanctuary Choir
ACome O Child of

Order of Confession
Pastor: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
Cong: Amen
The Sun of righteousness shall rise
with shining beams of healing.
Let us gather under the wings of God’s mercy.

Silence for reflection and self-examination

Pastor: Gracious God,
Cong: we acknowledge that we are sinners
and we confess our sinsd
those known to us that burden our hearts,
and those unknown to us but seen by you.
We know that before you nothing remains hidden,
and in you everything is revealed.
Free us from the slavery of sin;
liberate us from the bondage of guilt;
work in us that which is pleasing in your sight;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Pastor: With a heart full of mercy and compassion,
God saves us and forgives us all our sins.
Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us,
and by the light of the Holy Spirit
guides our feet into the way of peace.

Cong: Amen
3

Light



Kyrie # 157 (red)

Salutation & Prayer of the Day
Special Music

Cast of Children of Eden (10:30 a.m. only)
AWastel ando

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

FIRST READING: Malachi 3: 1 -4

See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before
me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a re-
finer’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier
of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in right-
eousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleas-
ing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

Leader: Word of God, word of life.
Cong: Thanks be to God.

Psalm Luke 1: 68-79 #20 (purple)
SECOND READING Philippians 1: 3 -11

| thank my God every time | remember you, constantly pray-
ing with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, because of
your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. | am confi-
dent of this, that the one who began a good work among you will
bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,
for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprison-
ment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God
is my witness, how | long for all of you with the compassion of
Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow
more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to deter-
mine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure
and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
4

ANNOUNCEMENTSH!
A Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday following the 10:30
a.m. worship service for the purpose of electing officers and board
members for 2010, approving the 2010 budget, and to vote on the
proposed Constitution and Bylaw changes. A light lunch will be
served.

The Parish Board and our Sunday school teachers have purchased
Family Advent activities booklets that are available for parents.
Please see a teacher and take one home and use it with your chil-
dren to help them understand the anticipation of Advent.

High School LYO Progressive Dinner: Join us December 13" for
this annual evening of fun and food. The cost is $5 per person and
each person is to wear their “tackiest” Christmas apparel. We will
meet at 4:30 p.m. to travel to the Borushko’s, Fenbert’'s, and
Policka’s. You must be signed up by today.

Candt make it to
How about participating in one of the other services offered? Re-
member that we offer three times for worship: 5:30 on Saturday,
8:00 and 10:30 on Sunday.

The marriage retreat will be held on February 5"-7" in Holland at
the Haworth Inn! Cost is $89 per night. Scholarship will be avail-
able.

Elizabeth Group will NOT meet for Bible study December
7. Please attend Christmas by Candlelight on December 14. The
group will NOT meet in January and February 2010.

If you have not yet picked up your pizza order please do so after
worship service. Orders are in the freezer with names on them.

FYY YV VY YV IV VPP VYV I IIPY Y
Chil drends Chri

Shepherds, Sheep, and a Savior
presented by the Sunday School Children of First Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 13th during the

10:30 a.m. worship service.

The dress rehearsalf or t he
Christmas program will be on
Wednesday, December 9" from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
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: Christmas i
& by £
W Candlelight Il

& Christmas by Candlelight will be held :—
Monday, December 14, 2009 at 6:15p.m. .

Tickets are $6.00 and are available in the office=
Entertainment will be provided by the Philadelphia Baptist Church. —~
Proceeds will benefit the

%ﬁﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ##ﬁ#ﬁ#
Christmas Eve S

Thursday, December 24™ at 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. The #
first service tends to be more child friendly. ;&

Nursery will be available at the 7:00 p.m. service ;ﬁ
but not at the 11:00 p.m.

#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ##
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Mark your calendars for the
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Thursday Dec. 31, 2009.

8:00p.m. 0 2:00 a.m.

This event will be held at the

Greater Muskegon Women'’s Club.
Proceeds will benefit the Building Fund.

CHESSSSS

th

Silent Auction Items still needed!
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This event is sponsored by the Fellowship Boam’

Bu—f/

Leader: Word of God, word of life.
Cong: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Verse
Gospel Lesson Luke 3: 1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when
Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Gali-
lee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of lturaea and Tra-
chonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’

Pastor: The gospel of our Lord.
Cong: Glory to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn #257 (red)(vv. 1-5, 8)
RO Come, O Come, Emmanue
Nicene Creed p- 104 (red)
Parish Concerns & Prayers
Sharing of the Peace
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
Offering
Of fertory A We Co#HAB (redd
Offertory Prayer

ACome #528 (redfF i |



Great Thanksgiving p- 172 (red)
Holy, Holy p- 173 (red)
The Lorddés Prayer

Quarterly Appeal

The quarterly appeal bei ng taken today i s f
Mission offering. This will benefit our national church as it reaches out
with the gospel by starting new congregations.

COMMUNION
Hymns fiBread of Life from Hesaseno
AAl I Earth | s Hope#20868 o
ACome, The&wk pleanged #¥Ms uso
AfCome now, O Pri nc#247 f Peac
AWait for the Lor d#262
SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Blessing & Post-Communion Prayer
Hy mn AThereds a Voic
Benediction & Dismissal

Postlude

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

o Vallie Cooper
e Don Sodini
e Jack Irmscher as he recovers from surgery

Dolores Brondyke is receiving monetary Christmas gifts for the
staff at First Lutheran. Please put theses gifts in Dolores’ box or

give them to her personally.

Baptismal Anniversaries this Week!
12/07 12/11
Erika Goudzwaard Matthew Henry
12/08 Tyler Lindell
Billie Bramer Gage Lowry
12/09 Ken Sether
Rose Wheeler 12/12
12/10 Garrett Damm
Mikayla Archer Patricia Shafer
David Plekes Janice Sharlow
Alicia Shank Jerry Sharlow

STATISTICS FOR WEEK OF 11/28 & 11/29
Attendance: Saturday 57 Sunday 37, 187

General Fund Offering $6,998.62
Offering needed per week $6,605.00
Upkeep Offering $35.00
Mortgage $ 715.50
Offering need per week $2,166.00
Pl ease remember your chur ch

generous gifts. We are far behind what we need to
meet our mortgage obligations.

Please remember your church with end of year giving.
If you are considering a donation of stock to the church
and would like more information, please talk to the church office.
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The flowers on the altar are given by i
the Cantu family in memory of

Kathleen Cantu MacLean.
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The eternal candle is given by |
Tom and Norma Kanaar in memory of |

their fathers, Robert Kanaar and Harvey Attenberger. |
|
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