
Lenten Schedule  
 

February 24   ñPrayer for the Nationsò 
 

March 3      ñPrayer Around the Crossò 
 

March 10    ñHolden Evening Prayerò 
 

March 17            ñPrayer Around the Crossò 
 

March 24          ñHolden Evening Prayerò 
 

Wednesday night diners are at 5:15 p.m.  
Worship services will be held at 7:00 p.m.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
April 1    Maundy Thursday Service  

 7:00 p.m. service will include  
foot washing and First Communion.  

 

April 2   Good Friday  
 12:00 p.m.    Service being held at   
              Community United Methodist  
 7:00 p.m.      Service held at First Lutheran  
 

April 4    Easter Services  
    7:00 & 10:30 a.m.  
    8:15 Youth Breakfast  

 

Ash Wednesday Service 



W ELCOME to this time of worship.  All visitors and members are 
encouraged to fill out the yellow attendance sheet.  You may 

use that sheet to write down any concerns, comments or questions you 
might have.   
 
CAN I TAKE  COMMUNION HERE?  All baptized Christians are welcome to 
the table of the Lord here.  If you are from other traditions, you are more 
than welcome to commune with us.  Children generally take a first com-
munion class before they commune. 
 
PRAYER REQUEST: In each pew, you will find a ñPray for One Anotherò 
card. If there is anyone for whom you wish to request prayers, please 
complete the card and pass it to the center aisle. Please include their ad-
dress for notification. You may also announce your concern during the 
announcements.   
 
A NURSERY is available for your children who are four years and under.  It 
is located near the front entrance to the building. A sign -up sheet is 
available in the nursery for anyone who would like to volunteer. 
Consider  volunteering for at least one Sunday.  
 

HAVE YOU SILENCED YOUR CELL  PHONE?   
 

WE HAVE AN AUDIO INDUCTION LOOP.   
Turn your hearing aides to the T-Coil setting. 

 
 FIRST EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1206 N. Whitehall Road  
Muskegon, MI 49445  
Phone:  744 -1522  

 
Website: www.firstlutheranmuskegon.com 

CONTACT OUR STAFF: 
PASTOR  
 Bill Uetricht    bill@firstlutheranmuskegon.com 
                               or bikealot_1999@yahoo.com 
Intern Pastor  
 Ken Staib   ken@firstlutheranmuskegon.com 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH & FAMILY  MINISTRY  
 Ed Wosinski  edwo@firstlutheranmuskegon.com 
MUSIC DIRECTOR  
 JANINE NORWOOD  janine@firstlutheranmuskegon.com 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 Dawn Shank  office@firstlutheranmuskegon.com 
                                       (General e-mail address) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS!!  
 

We are in the process of creating a First Lutheran cook book .  
Please email to Dawn some of your favorite recipes. 
 
First Communion classes will be held on March 20 and 27 at 
10:30 a.m. Participants will receive First Communion at our Maundy 
Thursday service on April 1 at 7:00 p.m. Sign-up sheets at the infor-
mation stations.  
 
The Spirituality Group (formerly Prayer Plus Group) will meet on 
March 3 and 17 at 5:45 p.m. in the Library.   
 
The Writer's Group will meet on February 24, March 10 and 24 at 
5:45 p.m. in the Library.  Contact Karen Eichelberger for more infor-
mation at 799-9232 or bobnkaren1@verizon.net 
 
ñWhere is God in human suffering?ò is the topic for a Lenten 
study series here at First on Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m. begin-
ning on February 28 .  The Stony Lake Conference of ELCA 
churches is sponsoring this four-week experience. 

mailto:bobnkaren1@verizon.net


Invitation to Lent  

 

Confession of Sin                                            p. 252 (red)  

 

Imposition of Ashes  

 Songs:       ñTake, Oh Take Me As I Amò             #814 (red) 

          ñPrecious Lord, Take My Handò        #773  

Prayers & Peace  

 

Offering        

 

Offertory Prayer                                                             

 

Great Thanksgiving & Holy, Holy                          pp. 172 -73 (red)  

 

The Lordôs Prayer                                                                   p. 173  

 

COMMUNION 

 Hymns       ñLamb of God ò                                p. 174 (red) 

          ñI Want Jesus to Walk with Meò                 #325                                                                                                                          

                        ñJesus, Keep Me Near the Crossò              #335                               
                         ñIn the Cross of Christ I Gloryò                 #324                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Blessing & Prayer  
 
Hymn                             ñNow We Remainò                     #500 (red) 
 
Benediction & Dismissal  
 
Postlude   
 
 
   

ñASH WEDNESDAYòñASH WEDNESDAYò  
Prelude     
 
Psalm 51                Be Merciful, O Lord  

Prayer of the Day                                  
  

READINGS 
FIRST READING:                                                      Isaiah 58:1 -12    

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their 
sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not for-
sake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me righteous judg-
ments, they delight to draw near to God. "Why do we fast, but you 
do not see?  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, 
you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your 
workers.  

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a 
wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice 
heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble one-
self? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sack-
cloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the 
LORD?  Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of in-
justice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, 
and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hun-
gry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see 
the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your heal-
ing shall spring up quickly;  your vindicator shall go before you, the 
glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and 
the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I 
am.  
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If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the 
finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry  and 
satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the 
darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. The LORD will guide 
you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and 
make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, 
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. Your ancient ruins 
shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many genera-
tions; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of 
streets to live in. 

  
Reader: Holy wisdom, holy word  
Cong: Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Acclamation                                        

Return to the Lord  

? 1995, Augsburg Fortress. Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A -712882  
 

Gospel Lesson                                       Matthew 6: 1 -6, 16-21 
 "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be 
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. 

"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so 
that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have re-
ceived their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be 
done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you." 
And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love 
to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so 
that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 

"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypo-
crites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they 
are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so that 
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but 
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

 

Sermon  

 

Hymn                                  ñDust & Ashesò                       
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